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As  the  Nation's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  of  the  Interior  has  responsibility  for  most  of  our  nationally  owned  public  lands  and 
natural  resources.  This  includes  fostering  the  wisest  use  of  our  land  and  water  resources,  protecting  our  fish  and  wildlife,  preserving  the 
environmental  and  cultural  values  of  our  national  parks  and  historical  places,  and  providing  for  the  enjoyment  of  life  through  outdoor  recreation. 
The  Department  assesses  our  energy  and  mineral  resources  and  works  to  assure  that  their  development  is  in  the  best  interest  of  all  our  people. 
The  Department  also  has  a  major  responsibility  for  American  Indian  reservation  communities  and  for  people  who  live  in  Island  Territories  under 
U.S.  administration. 
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INTRODUCTION  - 


In  Washington  State,  the  BLM  manages  several  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  public  land  resources  out  of  the  District  and 
Resource  Area  Office  in  Spokane,  and  a  Resource  Area 
Office  in  Wenatchee.  Areas  of  management  emphasis 
include  12  Areas  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern,  the 
Juniper  Dunes  Wilderness  Area,  the  Chopaka  Mountain 
Wilderness  Study  Area,  several  areas  popular  for  outdoor 
recreation  and  several  thousand  acres  cooperatively  managed 
with  the  Washington  State  Department  of  Wildlife  for 
wildlife  habitat.  Other  lands  managed  by  the  Spokane 
District  are  valuable  for  grazing,  timber  production,  mineral 
exploration  and  for  a  variety  of  renewable  and  nonrenewable 
resource  activities. 

To  determine  how  these  lands  and  resources  are  to  be 
managed  the  Spokane  District  prepared  a  Resource  Manage- 
ment Plan  (RMP)  and  Environmental  Impact  Statement  in 
1985.  Subsequent  to  this  plan  a  Record  of  Decision  (ROD) 


was  prepared  and  published  in  1987.  This  ROD  identified 
the  decisions  and  management  direction  that  were  to  be 
implemented  over  the  course  of  the  next  10-15  years. 

The  public  lands  addressed  in  this  plan  are  located  in  Eastern 
Washington.  These  lands  were  initially  grouped  into  13 
Management  Areas.  However,  due  to  similar  resource 
values,  these  areas  have  since  been  redefined  and  consoli- 
dated into  10  areas.  (See  map  1). 

Since  issuing  the  ROD,  planning  progress  reports  (Planning 
Updates)  have  been  prepared  and  published  annually  to  keep 
you  informed  about  the  progress  that  the  Spokane  District  is 
making  toward  the  implementation  of  this  plan.   This  is  the 
fifth  such  report.  The  information  contained  within  this 
report  is  not  intended  to  be  all-inclusive  but  a  summary  of  the 
actions  and  activities  that  have  taken  place  over  the  past  year. 
Therefore,  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  any  portion  of 
this  report,  contact  either  the  Spokane  District  Office  or  the 
Wenatchee  Resource  Area  Office. 


PLANNING 


The  Spokane  Resource  Management  Plan  is  in  its  fifth  year 
of  implementation.  Since  implementing  this  plan  two 
additional  plans  were  prepared.  One  was  the  Iceberg  Point 
and  Point  Colville  Planning  Analysis  and  Environmental 
Assessment  and  the  other  was  the  West  Side  State  Exchange 
Planning  Analysis  Environmental  Assessment.  The  Iceberg 
Point,  Point  Colville  Planning  Analysis  resulted  in  the 
designation  of  115  acres  as  Areas  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern.  The  plan  specified  that  these  areas  are  to  be 
managed  for  their  natural  values.  The  West  Side  State 
Exchange  Planning  Analysis  resulted  in  the  exchange  of 
public  lands  scattered  in  Western  and  Eastern  Washington  for 
state  lands  in  San  Juan  and  Lincoln  Counties. 


The  last  two  planning  updates  included  information  regarding 
the  progress  Spokane  Disuict  was  making  in  the  preparation 
of  a  Resource  Management  Plan  Amendment  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (EIS).  In  Fall  1991  the  Draft  EIS  was 
published  and  mailed  to  nearly  1,000  individuals,  groups, 
agencies  and  other  interested  or  affected  parties.  The 
comment  period  closed  on  January  16.  Eight  letters  were 
received  prior  to  the  close  of  the  comment  period.  The  final 
plan  amendment  was  published  July  1992,  with  the  Record  of 
Decision  to  be  published  in  late  Summer  or  early  Fall. 
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LANDS  AND  REALTY 

The  Spokane  District  RMP/ROD  placed  a  high  priority  on 
Land  Tenure  Adjustment  and  Access  to  public  lands.  The 
primary  method  for  executing  this  policy  continues  to  be 
through  land  exchanges. 

Land  exchanges  are  currently  underway  in  the  Okanogan, 
Moses  Coulee,  Upper  Crab  Creek  and  San  Juan  Islands 


Management  Areas.  The  public  lands  identified  in  these 
exchanges  will  transfer  into  private  ownership.  The  private 
lands  to  be  acquired  will  be  managed  for  multiple  use 
emphasizing  recreation  and  enhancement  of  riparian  and 
wildlife  habitat  values. 

This  past  year  16  rights  of  ways  were  processed  and  2  short 
term  administrative  easements  in  support  of  other  programs 
were  acquired. 


MINERALS  PROGRAM 


The  minerals  program  has  continued  to  have 
a  high  level  of  activity  in  1991  and  1992. 
Under  the  mining  law  program  an  additional 
50  notices  of  operations  were  received,  and 
processing  was  completed  on  two  plans  of 
operations  in  1991.  Environmental  review  of 
several  additional  plans  is  underway  in 
1992,  including  the  Crown  Jewel  project, 
which  will  involve  the  largest  gold  surface 
mine/mill  complex  in  Washington  State. 
The  total  number  of  project  areas  is  253, 
including  220  active  sites  and  33  closed 
cases.  Three  enforcement  actions  were 
issued  in  1991.  Mining  law  operations 
include:  production  of  gold,  barite  and  silica, 
and  exploration  for  gold,  lead,  zinc  and 
industrial  minerals.  Special  projects 
include:  initial  work  to  develop  a  program 
for  abandoned  mined  lands  and  evaluation 
of  potentially  hazardous  conditions  at  mine 
sites. 


Midnite  Uranium  Mine,  Spokane  Indian  Reservation  near  Welpinit,  Washington 


Inspections  are  being  conducted  on  active  mineral  materials 
disposal  sites  (gravel  pits  and  rock  quarries).  Two  gravel 
sales  and  one  free  use  permit  have  been  issued  in  1992. 

A  Resource  Management  Plan  Amendment  Final  Environ- 
mental Impact  Statement  was  completed  in  June  and  mailed 
out  for  comment  in  early  July.  One  of  the  issues  addressed  in 
this  plan  amendment  was  fluid  mineral  leasing.  Provided  no 
protests  are  filed,  preparation  will  begin  for  lease  sales  in  FY  93. 

The  district  continues  to  carry  out  trust  responsibility 
throughout  the  state  for  Native  American  mineral  develop- 
ment, operations,  production  verification,  and  reclamation. 
The  district  mining  engineer  and  area  geologist  provide 
technical  expertise  and  advice  to  27  Native  American 
Reservations  on  2.5  million  acres  of  tribal  land  throughout 
Washington.  Typical  projects  include  gold,  silver,  uranium, 
and  quarry  rock.  Also  included  are  1 3  sand  and  gravel 
operations. 

This  summer  the  District  began  review  of  a  mine  reclamation 
plan  and  environmental  assessment  for  the  Sherwood 
Uranium  Mine  located  on  the  Spokane  Indian  Reservation. 
This  mine,  excluding  the  mill  and  tailings  area,  disturbs  more 


than  500  acres  adjacent  to  Coulee  Dam  National  Recreation 
Area.  Both  the  Sherwood  and  Midnite  uranium  mines  have 
not  operated  for  at  least  five  years  due  to  declining  uranium 
prices.  (See  graph.)  With  respect  to  the  Midnite  Mine,  we 
are  working  with  the  Spokane  Tribe,  several  other  govern- 
mental agencies,  and  the  operator  commenced  treating  pit 
water  in  September  1992. 

The  district  administers  one  hard  rock  prospecting  permit 
near  Wenatchee  for  gold,  and  another  application  has  been 
filed  for  copper  near  Mount  St.  Helens. 

The  Centralia  Coal  Mine,  the  largest  leasable  mining 
operation  on  federal  lands  in  Washington  State,  has  two 
leases  administered  by  the  Spokane  District  which  involves 
52 1  acres.  The  District  recently  reviewed  a  request  by  the 
lessee  to  reduce  the  royalty  rate  based  upon  adverse  geologic 
and  engineering  conditions.  The  district  evaluation  took  into 
consideration  the  royalty  rates  for  surrounding  non-federal 
coal.  Annually,  the  entire  mine  produces  about  five  million 
tons  of  coal.  Royalties  from  538.175  tons  of  federal  coal 
mined  at  Centralia  during  calendar  year  1991  were 
$1,294,254. 
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RANGE  MANAGEMENT 


The  Spokane  District  administers  a  total  of  379  Section  15 
grazing  leases  covering  2 18,000  acres  of  public  lands.  In  the 
Spokane  District  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP),  the 
grazing  leases  were  grouped  into  three  management  priori- 
ties: Improve  (I),  Maintain  (M)  and  Custodial  (C).  High 
potential  for  improved  management  was  identified  for  16 
allotments  in  the  I-category  involving  50,385  acres  of  public 
lands.  These  grazing  allotments  have  received  the  highest 
priority  for  monitoring  and  intensive  management.  Thirty- 
four  allotments  in  the  M-category  have  second  priority  to 
ensure  that  management  remains  satisfactory.  This  involves 
another  34,000  acres  of  public  lands. 

Monitoring  was  done  on  47  grazing  leases  in  1991  which 
involved  collection  of  data  on  forage  utilization,  actual 

4        ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


livestock  use  and  climate  for  high  priority  Improve  (I),  and  31 
of  34  Maintain  (M)  category  leases.  In  addition,  trends  in 
range  conditions  were  monitored  in  1986  and  1990. 

This  data  will  help  determine  whether  management  objec- 
tives are  being  met  and,  if  not,  where  change  is  needed. 
Trends  in  range  condition  are  monitored  at  least  once  every 
10  years  on  the  remaining  Custodial  (C)  category  allotments 
to  determine  if  there  is  a  need  for  more  intensive  manage- 
ment. 

Monitoring  data  has  been  collected  over  the  last  five  years  for 
all  I-Category  allotments  and  over  the  last  four  years  for  most 
M-Category  allotments.  The  district  has  constructed  spring 


Changing  pastures  on  the  Saddle  Mountains. 

developments,  pipelines,  cattle  guards  and  fences  as  defined 
in  the  Spokane  District  ROD  and  the  nine  District  Allotment 
Management  Plans  (AMP's).  An  AMP  is  a  specific  manage- 
ment plan  for  a  grazing  lease  that  is  designed  to  achieve  the 
broad  objectives  of  the  RMP. 


In  FY  92,  the  district  plans  to  continue  collection  of  actual 
use,  utilization  and  climate  data  for  I-  and  M-Category 
allotments.  Evaluation  of  this  data  will  continue. 


Wildlife  Program 


The  Wildlife  Program  includes  district  work  in  fisheries, 
wildlife,  botany,  endangered  species  and  the  riparian/ 
wetland  initiative.  The  Spokane  District  currently 
employs  three  wildlife  biologists  and  one  botanist. 
Seasonal  employees  are  hired  whenever  budgets  permit. 

In  FY  91,  the  Wildlife  Program  concentrated  on  gather- 
ing baseline  resource  information  on  wetland  and 
riparian  habitats,  special  status  species,  raptors  and 
resident  fisheries.  Ongoing  projects  were  monitored  for 
success  and  evaluated  for  meeting  stated  objectives. 


In  riparian  habitat,  10  streambank  plantings  were 
completed  and  two  prescribed  burns  were  carried  out. 
Non-game  neotropical  bird  inventories  were  conducted 
in  three  locations  in  cooperation  with  the  Audubon 
Society.  Additional  projects  included  release  of  trans- 
planted California  bighorn  sheep,  studies  of  rare  plants 
and  cooperative  studies  for  sharptail  grouse.  Challenge- 
cost-share  projects  to  improve  springs,  creeks  and 
meadows  were  conducted  with  various  cooperators, 
notably  the  Inland  Northwest  Wildlife  Council. 


Volunteers  assist  in  riparian  area  enhancement  project. 


Land  exchanges  were  completed  in  Lincoln  County 
which  resulted  in  10,000  acres  of  riparian,  wetland  and 
shrub-steppe  habitat  being  acquired.  These  lands  will 
provide  an  important  base  for  future  habitat  restoration 
and  enhancement  projects. 

Spokane  District  Wildlife  staff  conducted  a  number  of 
outreach  and  environmental  education  programs  for 
local  schools,  workshops  and  meetings. 

In  1992,  emphasis  continued  to  be  on  land  exchanges, 
riparian  habitat  management  and  habitat  management 
for  special  status  species.  In  addition,  the  Spokane 
District  will  be  preparing  a  Fish  and  Wildlife  2000  Plan 
in  response  to  national  direction  to  the  program.  This 
will  guide  the  bureau's  wildlife  program  into  the  next 
century.  Also  in  1992,  the  district  emphasized  the  Lake 
Creek  Project  near  the  town  of  Odessa  in  Lincoln 
County.  This  project's  goals  include  riparian  habitat 
enhancement,  upland  habitat  management  for  sage 
grouse  and  mule  deer,  habitat  diversity  interpretation, 
and  wildlife-based  recreation  opportunity  enhancement. 
Coopcrators  include  the  Inland  Northwest  Wildlife 
Council,  Ducks  Unlimited,  the  Audubon  Society,  the 


Washington  Wetland-Riparian  Association,  Washington 
State  Department  of  Wildlife  and  others. 

Watchable  Wildlife  is  a  national  wildlife  viewing 
opportunity  identification  program.  Spokane  has 
identified  nine  areas  in  the  District  that  would  be 
suitable  for  Watchable  Wildlife  viewing  sites.  The 
Yakima  Canyon  will  be  the  first  site  developed  for 
wildlife  viewing.  Other  sites  will  be  developed  as  time 
and  budgets  permit. 

In  FY  1991,  five  thousand  acres  of  wetland,  riparian, 
special  status  species  and  rare  plant  habitat  were  inven- 
toried and  five  miles  of  streams  were  also  inventoried. 
The  Lincoln  County  Habitat  Management  Plan  was 
revised  and  updated  to  reflect  current  issues  and  goals. 
Seventeen  planning  areas  were  monitored  to  assure 
proper  progress  is  being  made  to  meet  plan  objectives 
for  a  variety  of  wildlife  and  plants.  Eleven  habitat 
enhancement  projects  were  completed.  Seven  of  these 
were  Challenge  Cost  Share  projects.  Forty-six  habitat 
enhancement  projects  from  prior  years  were  inspected, 
repaired  and  maintained  as  needed. 
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Jack  Rabbit  in  the  Juniper  Forest  Management  Area. 


SENSITIVE  PLANT 
AND  ANIMAL  SPECIES 


Several  sensitive  plant  and  animal  species  were 
monitored  during  1991.  These  species  included  the 
pygmy  rabbit,  ferruginous  hawk,  Swainson's  hawk, 
long-billed  curlew,  Columbian  sharp-tailed  grouse, 
burrowing  owl,  golden  eagle,  prairie  falcon  and 
western  spotted  frog.  Except  for  the  western 
spotted  frog  which  was  recently  discovered  on 
public  land  in  northern  Stevens  County,  the  habitat 
of  these  species  is  monitored  on  an  annual  basis. 
Habitat  of  the  spotted  frog  has  subsequently  been 
included  in  the  disttict's  monitoring  schedule. 

The  type  of  monitoring  information  obtained 
includes  not  only  the  extent  and  condition  of  the 
respective  habitats,  but  species  densities  and/or, 
where  appropriate,  the  number  of  nesting  successes. 

Potential  northern  spotted  owl  habitat  was  invento- 
ried but  no  owls  were  found  on  or  near  any  of  the 
inventoried  parcels.  The  only  potential  habitat  of  the 
northern  spotted  owl  on  public  land  in  the  Spokane 
Disuict  is  located  on  the  eastern  and  western  slopes 
of  the  Cascade  Mountain  Range.  However,  the 
BLM's  holdings  in  this  region  are  quite  limited.  To 
date  no  confirmed  habitat  of  the  spotted  owl  has 
been  found. 

A  number  of  other  animals  are  of  management 
concern  because  of  their  scarcity,  limited  habitat,  or 
susceptibility  to  human  activities.  These  species 
include  the  lynx,  wolverine,  yellow  warbler,  west- 
ern bluebird,  Lewis'  woodpecker,  and  white-tailed 
jackrabbit. 

Of  the  three  threatened/endangered  big  game 
species  found  in  Washington  State  (grizzly  bear, 
wolf  and  woodland  caribou),  the  woodland  caribou 
and  grizzly  bear  may  occasionally  use  small  parcels 
of  BLM  land  in  the  mountainous  areas  of  northeast 
Washington.  Even  though  the  habitat  acreage  on 


BLM  land  in  these  areas  is  very  small  and  com- 
prises only  a  minor  percentage  of  total  habitat 
available,  evaluations  or  biological  assessments  of 
these  areas  are  still  conducted  when  a  management 
action  proposed  may  alter  the  habitat. 

Within  the  planning  area  there  are  205  special  status 
vascular  plants  considered  to  be  endangered, 
threatened  or  sensitive  in  Washington  by  the  De- 
partment of  Natural  Resources,  Washington  Natural 
Heritage  Program.  Twenty-one  of  these  species  are 
candidates  for  federal  listing.  Up  to  this  time,  over 
29,000  acres  of  public  land  are  known  to  provide 
habitat  for  23  of  these  species.  Several  more  are 
suspected  to  inhabit  other  areas. 

In  1991,  a  study  of  Polemonium  pec tina turn  and  its 
habitat  was  conducted.  The  study  involved  collect- 
ing seeds  and  determining  viability.  Plans  were 
developed  to  conduct  an  intensive  inventory  in  1992 
of  other  potential  habitat  on  both  public  and  private 
lands  in  Eastern  Washington.  The  information  on 
this  study  is  still  being  compiled.  The  findings  will 
be  included  in  the  next  planning  update. 

In  the  1987  Resource  Management  Plan  Record  of 
Decision,  12  Areas  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern  were  designated.  Eight  of  these  areas  were 
designated  because  they  provided  sensitive  habitat 
for  Federal  Candidate  Plant  Species.  All  of  these 
ACECs  are  monitored  annually.  The  information 
received  from  this  monitoring  and  other  inventories 
revealed  that  one  of  these  species,  Astragalus 
misellus  v.  pauper,  was  either  more  extensive  than 
previously  thought  or  the  populations  are  increasing 
throughout  the  area.  As  a  result,  this  species  was  no 
longer  listed  as  a  Federal  Candidate  species. 


FOREST  MANAGEMENT 


At  the  present  time  Spokane  District  has  two  timber  sales 
under  contract,  one  is  known  as  Boundary  Dam  and  the  other 
as  Tramway.  The  Boundary  Dam  sale  is  located  in  northern 
Pend  O'rielle  County  and  the  other,  Tramway,  is  located  in 
southern  Stevens  County.  These  timber  sales  will  result  in 
the  harvest  of  about  9  million  board  feet  of  timber  from  over 
740  acres  of  public  forest  land. 

There  are  two  (2)  other  timber  sales  proposals,  under 
evaluation  at  this  time  (Mineral  Mountain  and  Uncle  Sam 
Mountain).  The  environmental  assessments  of  these  propos- 
als should  be  completed  late  this  fall  or  early  winter  of  1993. 

The  fuel  wood  cutting  program  on  the  district  has  been 
curtailed  significantly  due  to  environmental  and  administra- 


tive considerations.  As  a  result,  only  two  areas  are  open  to 
fuelwood  cutting.  They  are  both  located  in  northern  Stevens 
County.  One  is  about  six  miles  east  of  Northport,  Washing- 
ton and  the  other  about  10  miles  to  the  south. 

Another  management  concern  that  has  recently  emerged 
concerns  forest  health.  A  forest  is  unhealthy  when  natural 
dynamics  are  upset  by  certain  agents  of  change.  European 
settlement  brought  about  dramatic  changes  to  these  natural 
processes.  One  of  these  dramatic  changes  was  the  exclusion 
of  fire.  As  natural  fires  were  suppressed,  dense  forests  grew 
where  open,  park  like  pines  once  stood.  Consequently,  these 
forests  became  more  susceptible  to  insects  and  diseases. 
Therefore,  inventories  of  public  land  forests  are  being 
conducted  to  determine  the  health  of  our  forests. 


WILDERNESS  MANAGEMENT 


The  wilderness  program  in  Spokane  District  focuses  on  two 
areas,  the  Juniper  Dunes  Wilderness,  and  the  Chopaka 
Mountain  Wilderness  Study  Area.  Management  of  the 
Juniper  Dunes  Wilderness  (JDW)  is  guided  by  the  Bureau's 
wilderness  management  policy  and  the  Juniper  Dunes 
Wilderness  Management  Plan.  While  the  Chopaka  Mountain 
Wilderness  Study  Area  is  managed  according  to  the  Bureau's 
interim  management  policy. 


Control  Board  (WSNWCB).  The  WSNWCB  requires 
prevention  of  all  seed  production  for  "B  Designate"  noxious 
weeds.  The  Franklin  County  Noxious  Weed  Control  Board 
(FCNWCB)  has  requested  that  the  BLM  prevent  all  seed 
production  of  rush  skeletonweed  on  public  lands  in  the  area. 
They  have  made  a  similar  request  to  control  a  small  patch 
of  Scotch  thistle  (Onopordum  acanthium)  found  about 
2- 1/2  miles  south  of  the  Juniper  Dunes  Wilderness.  Both 


The  early  spring  continues  to  be 
the  most  popular  time  to  visit  the 
Wilderness.  Temperatures  can 
reach  upwards  into  the  high  90's 
in  the  JDW.  There  still  is  no 
legal  access  to  the  Wilderness. 
Consequently  those  individuals 
wishing  to  visit  the  Juniper  Dunes 
Wilderness  are  encouraged  to 
contact  the  District  Office  prior  to 
their  trip. 

This  past  year  the  Franklin 
County  Noxious  Weed  Control 
Board  notified  BLM  that   Rush 
skeletonweed  (Chondrilla 
juncea)  has  been  found  growing 
adjacent  to  and  within  the  Juniper 
Dunes  Wilderness  Area.  This 
species  has  been  classified  as  a 
"B  Designate"  in  this  area  by  the 
Washington  State  Noxious  Weed 


Rush  Skeletonweed  Plot. 


noxious  weeds  are  a  threat  to  the  integrity  of  the  native 
vegetative  communities  on  BLM  lands  both  inside  and 
outside  of  the  Juniper  Dunes  Wilderness  and  they  also 
threaten  to  invade  neighboring  croplands. 

Rush  skeletonweed  is  well  adapted  to  replace  native  plants  in 
the  sands  and  sandy  soils  found  in  the  Juniper  Dunes 
Wilderness.  Even  without  surface  disturbance,  rush 
skeletonweed  will  become  a  dominant  plant  species  if  not 
controlled.  This  noxious  weed  has  spread  northeasterly 
assisted  by  the  prevailing  winds  across  the  Wilderness.  Rush 
skeletonweed  is  also  a  severe  threat  to  the  native  vegetation 
of  the  Juniper  Forest  area  in  general  and  to  the  wheat  fields 
lying  north  and  east  of  the  Wilderness.  The  weed  cannot  be 
cultivated  out  of  crops  and  there  are  no  herbicides  available 
for  agricultural  use  that  provide  a  high  level  of  control. 
Subsequently,  the  FCNWCB  has  required  that  all  neighbor- 
ing infestations  be  controlled. 


Another  noxious  weed  found  in  the  area  is  Scotch  thistle. 
The  extent  of  this  infestation  is  about  one -eighth  acre  in  size. 
It  is  located  about  1XX  miles  south  of  the  Juniper  Dunes 
Wilderness.  This  weed  is  a  tap-rooted  biennial  member  of 
the  sunflower  (Compositae)  family.  Its  life  cycle  consists  of 
formation  of  a  rosette  the  first  year  and  production  of  large 
spiny  seed  stalks  up  to  eight  feet  tall  the  second  year.  The 
plant  dies  after  producing  seed.  This  weed  spreads  solely  by 
seed.    The  scotch  thistle  is  an  aggressive  plant  which,  when 
left  untreated,  can  displace  native  plants  and  form  stands  so 
dense  that  they  are  impenetrable  by  big  game  and  livestock. 

The  patches  of  rush  skeletonweed  were  spot  sprayed  with  one 
pound  of  active  ingredient  (ai)  per  acre  of  picloram.  Treat- 
ments were  made  during  Juine  1992.  Picloram  has  proven  to 
be  the  most  effective  herbicide  for  control  of  rush 
skeletonweed,  with  nearly  100  percent  mortality  if  applied  to 
actively  growing  plants. 


Three  biological  control  agents  have  been  introduced  to  the 
United  States  from  Eurasia  in  an  attempt  to  effect  control  of 
this  weed.  The  agents  are  a  rust  fungus  (Puccinia 
chondrillina),  a  gall  forming  midge  {Cystiphora  schmidti) 
and  a  gall  forming  mite  (Eriophyes  chondhllae).  These 
agents  have  proven  effective  in  slowing  the  growth  in  size  of 
large  populations  of  rush  skeletonweed,  but  they  have  not 
stopped  all  population  growth  or  prevented  all  seed  produc- 
tion. Consequently  these  biological  agents  have  proven  to  be 
basically  ineffective  among  widely  scattered  small  popula- 
tions of  rush  skeletonweed. 


Scotch  thistle  was  controlled  by  grubbing  with  hand  tools  or 
by  treatment  with  herbicides. 

Chopaka  Mountain  Wilderness  Study  Area  continues  to  be 
monitored  on  a  monthly  basis.  Here  too  noxious  weeds  are 
becoming  a  problem.  Diffuse  knapweed  has  been  noted  as 
encroaching  on  WSA  especially  around  the  Chopaka  Lake 
area.  Control  measures  have  been  initiated  on  the  adjacent 
State  Lands  but  not  on  the  WSA.  BLM  is  currently  evaluat- 
ing the  infestation.   If  it  is  determined  that  knapweed  is 
threatening  wilderness  values,  control  measures  will  be 
considered. 


RECREATION 


The  Spokane  District  manages  four  Special  Recreation 
Management  Areas  (SRMA's).  These  areas  provide  a  wide 
variety  of  recreational  opportunities,  including  boating,  ORV 
riding,  hiking,  fishing  and  rock  collecting.   They  are  the 
Yakima  River  Canyon,  Juniper  Forest,  Douglas  Creek,  and 
Saddle  Mountains. 

Yakima  River  Canyon  (SRMA)  -  There  are  three  recre- 
ation sites  in  the  Yakima  River  Canyon  ORoza,  Umtanum 
Creek,  and  Squaw  Creek)  that  continue  to  be  the  focus  of 
much  of  the  BLM's  management  actions. 

The  Roza  Recreation  Site  receives  the  greatest  recreation 
pressures.  To  accommodate  some  of  the  public  needs,  four 
permanent  pit  toilets  were  constructed  at  this  site,  and  six 
picnic  tables  were  installed.  The  parking  area  is  graded 
annually,  and  traffic  flow  signs  are  posted  in  an  effort  to 
minimize  congestion.  New  modifications  planned  for  this 
year  and  the  next  include  the  construction  of  steps  from  the 


picnic  area  up  the  bank  to  the  parking  lot.  Additional  traffic 
control  barriers  will  also  be  placed  in  an  attempt  to  solve 
some  of  the  congestion  problems. 

Much  of  BLM  commitment  at  the  Umtanum  Recreation  Site 
in  the  Yakima  River  Canyon  is  to  maintenance  of  the 
footbridge  toilets,  and  parking  lot.  Future  plans  include  the 
consunction  of  a  wildlife  viewing  area.  This  area  will  be 
constructed  on  the  knoll  just  north  of  the  bridge  and  will 
include  an  access  trail  and  interpretive  sign. 

The  recreation  demands  on  the  Squaw  Creek  Site  are  less 
than  the  other  two.  This  is  probably  due  to  its  relatively  small 
size  and  proximity  on  the  river.  However,  last  year  two 
picnic  tables  were  installed,  the  parking  area  was  graded  and 
some  signs  were  placed  help  direct  parking  of  vehicles  and 
minimize  conflicts  at  the  boat  launch  area.  Future  plans 
include  consuuction  of  more  permanent  pit  toilets  similar  to 
those  installed  at  the  Roza  site. 
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Juniper  Forest  (SRMA)  -  Recreation  use  and  the  access 
situation  at  the  Juniper  Forest  SRMA  have  not  changed. 
Visitors  are  still  encouraged  to  contact  the  adjacent  land 
owners  for  permission  to  access  the  area.  Visitor  use  remains 
approximately  the  same.  The  highest  use  periods  continue  to 
be  in  the  late  winter  and  early  spring. 

Over  the  last  two  years,  this  area  was  surveyed  for  noxious 
weeds  and  one  species  (Rush  Skeleton  Weed)  was  noted  to 
be  expanding  at  alarming  rates.  As  indicated  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  wilderness  program  above,  the  Franklin  County 
Noxious  Weed  Control  Board  has  identified  this  weed  as  a  B 
designate  which  means  all  seed  production  should  be 
controlled.  As  a  result,  a  control  program  was  initiated.  The 
program  involves  the  utilization  of  herbicides.  Biological 
control  agents  have  been  inuoduced,  but  they  will  not 
produce  the  degree  of  control  that  is  required  by  the  Franklin 
County  Noxious  Weed  Control  Board. 

Douglas  Creek  (SRMA)  -  Douglas  Creek's  population  of 
native  trout  continues  to  draw  fishing  enthusiasts  from  all 
over  the  state  during  the  summer  months.   Recreationists  are 
beginning  to  discover  this  area  at  an  increasing  rate.  As  a 
result,  the  primitive  camping  areas  are  beginning  to  show 
sign  of  over  use. 

This  past  year  the  BLM  received  title  from  Burlington 
Northern  Railroad  for  an  abandoned  railroad  line  that 
extended  from  Alstown  down  into  the  Douglas  Creek 
Canyon.  This  will  provide  for  the  development  of  a  scenic 
trail  through  the  canyon.  However,  before  this  trail  can  be 
fully  utilized,  three  separate  easements  are  needed  to  com- 
plete the  connection.  A  Recreation  Management  Plan  for  this 
area  will  be  prepared  over  the  next  two  years.  This  plan 
would  not  only  address  the  fishing,  camping  and  trail  riding 
attributes  but  will  also  incorporate  concerns  for  wildlife  and 
livestock  management. 

Saddle  Mountains  (SMRA)  -  This  past  year,  the  BLM 
received  funding  from  the  Interagency  Committee  for 
Outdoor  Recreation  (I  AC)  for  the  development  of  a  recre- 
ation management  plan  for  the  Saddle  Mountains.  This  plan 
will  result  in  the  designation  of  ORV  trails  and  general  riding 
areas.  It  will  also  identify  rock  collecting  areas,  horseback 
riding  opportunities  and  other  recreational  uses.  It  will  take 
into  consideration  the  interest  of  the  livestock  grazing  lessees 
with  an  emphasis  on  limiting  disturbance  to  their  respective 
operations. 


In  all,  over  23,000  acres  of  public  lands  are  involved.  To 
date,  three  public  meetings  have  been  held  regarding  this 
plan.  From  these  meetings  some  baseline  information  was 
obtained  regarding  public  needs  and  expectations.  At  this 
time,  the  Wenatchee  Resource  Area  is  surveying  the  area  to 
get  a  better  understanding  of  the  potential  opportunities  the 
area  may  provide.  Over  the  next  few  months,  a  newsletter 
will  be  prepared  and  other  public  meetings  will  be  held  to 
update  the  interested  parties  on  the  status  of  the  plan.  (See 
Map  on  preceding  pages.) 

In  the  recently  published  Resource  Management  Plan 
Amendment,  a  proposal  to  limit  off-road  vehicles  to  desig- 
nated roads  and  trails  on  21,000  acres  was  included.  Over 
half  of  the  public  lands  involved  in  these  designations 
(13,000  acres)  were  recent  acquisitions.  These  lands  are 
located  in  areas  that  currently  have  limitations.  About  8,000 
acres  involved  changes  to  existing  designations.  These 
changes  basically  take  the  form  of  limiting  ORV  use  to 
designated/existing  roads  and  trails. 

There  are  two  other  developed  recreation  sites  on  the  Disuict, 
Split  Rock  and  Chopaka  Lake.  These  are  managed  out  of  the 
Wenatchee  Resource  Area 

Split  Rock  Recreation  Site  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Palmer 
Lake  in  scenic  Okanogan  County.  It  was  recently  adopted  by 
the  local  citizens  as  a  maintenance  project.  These  individuals 
repaired  the  facilities  that  were  vandalized  over  the  winter 
and  conducted  a  clean-up  of  the  general  site.  Along  with 
conducting  routine  maintenance  of  the  site,  they  have  been 
monitoring  the  types  of  use  that  occurs  and  reporting  to  the 
WRA  as  necessary.  In  this  time  of  severe  budget  shortages, 
cooperation  such  as  this  has  been  invaluable  to  the  BLM. 

Chopaka  Lake  Recreation  Site  is  40  acres  in  size  and  is 
located  in  an  alpine  setting  on  the  shores  of  Chopaka  Lake, 
which  happens  to  be  one  of  Washington  State's  best 
flyfishing  lakes.  Facilities  are  limited,  however  plans  are  to 
upgrade  the  access  road  and  improve  the  camp  sites  with 
fixed  barbecues  and  picnic  tables. 
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NOXIOUS  WEED 
CONTROL 


In  Washington,  noxious  weeds  have  become  established  and 
are  rapidly  spreading  on  a  significant  percentage  of  public 
rangeland  and  woodlands  administered  by  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management.  As  a  result,  rangeland  condition  is 
deteriorating  and  wildlife  habitat  is  being  reduced.  The 
economic  loss  from  noxious  weeds  is  considerable,  and  when 
combined  with  the  impacts  to  private  lands,  runs  into  the 
millions  of  dollars  annually. 

Each  county  in  Washington  State  is  aggressively  pursuing 
noxious  weed  control  on  public  and  private  lands  because  in 
order  to  achieve  adequate  control,  all  land  owners  must 
cooperate  and  coordinate  their  efforts. 


To  date,  the  Spokane  District  Noxious  Weed  Control  EA  has 
identified  and  proposed  treatment  of  1 ,895  acres  of  BLM 
lands  in  12  counties  in  Eastern  Washington.  In  FY  92,  the 
Spokane  District  Supplemental  Environmental  Assessment 
(EA)  described  treatment  for  17  noxious  weed  infestations 
totalling  20  acres.  Plans  of  Action  to  implement  weed  control 
were  established  with  the  Lincoln  and  Okanogan  County 
Noxious  Weed  Control  Boards.  Another  EA  was  developed 
to  analyze  the  noxious  weed  control  program  in  Franklin 
County.  Treatment  of  the  weeds  discussed  in  this  EA  began 
in  May  of  1992.  It  will  take  several  years  before  adequate 
control  is  obtained.  (See  the  discussion  regarding  Rush 
Skeleton  weed  in  the  Wilderness  and  Recreation  Sections 
above.) 

In  the  Douglas  Creek  SRMA,  several  infestations  of  Russian 
Knapweed  have  been  discovered  and  subsequently  treated. 
The  treatment  included  the  use  of  fire  to  elirninate  the 
residual  plants  and  then  a  follow-up  ueatment  with  herbicides 
to  kill  the  emergent  seedlings. 


WILD  HORSE  AND  BURRO  PROGRAM 


During  1991,  30  compliance  checks  were  made  on  wild  horse 
adopters.  Of  these,  only  three  were  found  to  be  in  noncom- 
pliance. These  animals  were  reassigned  to  other  adopters.  In 
1992,  program  compliance  has  continued  to  be  an  important 
priority. 

In  June  of  1992  a  wild  horse  satellite  adoption  was  held  in 
Ellensburg,  Washington. 
A  total  of  29  horses  were  brought 
up  from  Oregon  for  the  adoption. 
All  29  animals  were  adopted  out 
within  the  first  10  minutes  of  the 
selecting  time.  As  more  individu- 
als become  aware  of  the  desirable 
characteristics  of  these  horses  the 
demand  will  continue  to  grow. 


Mustangs  and  burros  are  becom- 
ing increasingly  popular  with 
horse  and  burro  lovers  across  the 
nation  to  the  point  that  regular 
competitions  are  being  held  on  a 
national  basis.  At  the  National 
American  Mustang  and  Burro 
Association  Show  in  Reno 
Nevada  in  June  of  this  year  a 
horse,  adopted  in  Benton  City, 
Washington,  won  Grand  Cham- 
pion Honors.  This  horse  was  two 
years  old  when  it  was  gathered 
off  of  public  land  in  southeast 
Oregon  in  1983. 


Another  satellite  adoption,  again  stocked  with  Oregon  horses, 
may  be  held  in  late  summer.  Contact  the  Spokane  District 
Office  for  more  information  regarding  this  adoption  or  for 
information  about  the  wild  horse  and  burro  program  in 
general. 


American  Mustang  "Dynasty"  and  owner/trainer  Peggy  Franklin  -  Dynasty  was  grand  cham- 
pion at  the  National  Wildhorse  and  Burro  Show  at  Reno,  Nevada,  1992. 
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FIRE  MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 


The  Spokane  District  BLM  manages  roughly  325,000  acres 
within  the  boundaries  of  Washington  State,  excluding  the 
southeastern  tip  of  the  state  which  is  managed  by  the  Vale 
District  BLM.  Roughly  half  of  these  lands  are  under  formal 
fire  protection  agreements  with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  and 
Washington  State  Department  of  Natural  Resources.  Much 
of  the  remainder  is  protected  under  formal  agreement  with 
several  county  Fire  Protection  Districts.  Those  lands  not 
under  formal  protection  agreements  fall  under  district 
Strength-of-Force  protection. 

Fires  on,  or  threatening  these  lands  are  responded  to  by  a 
variety  of  landowners  and  agencies,  including  BLM  initial 
attack  forces. 

Spokane  District  suppression  responsibility  is  complicated 
by:  (1)  the  distances  between  BLM  managed  lands;  (2)  the 
intricacy  of  the  land  ownership  patterns;  and  (3)  the  depen- 
dence upon  cooperator  fire  suppression  agencies. 


Both  the  size  and  topography  of  the  district  contribute  to  the 
number  of  fire  weather  zones  used  to  determine  fire  weather 
conditions  and  danger  ratings.  The  Spokane  District  receives 
fire  weather  forecasts  from  Olympia  and  Wenatchee, 
Washington  as  well  as  Salem  and  Pendleton,  Oregon  to  cover 
all  its  lands.  The  District  is  primarily  responsible  for  weather 
data  collection  for  the  Columbia  Basin  (Zone  673). 

The  1991  fire  season  resulted  in  20  wildfires  burning  over 
13,000  acres,  of  which  1,900  acres  were  BLM.  The  season 
did  not  begin  to  reach  its  full  potential  until  mid-October, 
when  "Firestorm  '91"  erupted  in  Lincoln,  Spokane  and 
Stevens  Counties,  burning  over  100  homes  in  and  around  the 
city  of  Spokane.  BLM  initial  attack  forces  joined  in  the 
efforts  alongside  most  of  the  suppression  agencies  in  Eastern 
Washington  during  the  week  that  followed. 

The  1992  season,  judging  from  the  below  average  precipita- 
tion, above  average  temperatures,  mild  winter  and  early 
growing  season  offered  a  better  than  average  opportunity  for 
a  disastrous  fire  year,  if  lightning  or  human-caused  ignitions 
occurred. 


HAZARDOUS 

MATERIALS 

PROGRAM 


Progress  continues  on  efforts  to  resolve  a 
pesticide  contamination  problem  on  public 
lands  at  the  former  Oroville  Landfill.  It 
was  the  site  of  debris  disposal  in  1969  after 
an  agricultural  chemical  warehouse  fire  in 
the  town  of  Oroville,  Washington.  A 
remedial  investigation  is  currently  under- 
way to  identify  feasible  options  for 
treatment  or  clean-up  of  the  landfill.  A 
draft  report  has  been  received  and  is 
currently  undergoing  technical  review. 

Use  of  potentially  hazardous  chemicals  on 
public  lands  continues  to  be  watched. 
Policy  and  procedures  are  being  further 
refined  to  protect  natural  resources  and  the 
public. 
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Oroville  Landfill  Location  Map 
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CULTURAL  RESOURCES  PROGRAM 


During  1991,  3,965  acres  of  BLM 
lands  were  surveyed  by  archae- 
ologists. Fifteen  historic  and 
prehistoric  sites  were  located. 
The  survey  information  is  on  file 
in  the  Spokane  District  BLM 
office  and  also  available  at  the 
Office  of  Archaeology  and 
Historic  Preservation  in  Olympia. 
None  of  the  sites  were  detrimen- 
tally impacted  by  BLM  actions 
although  several  sites  were 
exchanged  into  private  owner- 
ship. Approximately  4,000  acres 
are  proposed  to  be 
archaeologically  surveyed  in 
1992. 

The  BLM  and  Central  Washing- 
ton University  conducted  an 
archaeological  field  school  in  the 
Yakima  River  Canyon.  The 
BLM/CWU  field  school  partially 
excavated  a  small  site  to  determine 
the  impact  of  illegal  looting.  A  second  field  school  was 
conducted  in  1992  and  focused  on  the  survey  of  approxi- 
mately 3,800  acres  managed  by  the  BLM. 

Four  other  sites  were  partially  excavated  in  1991-1992:  three 
in  Okanogan  County  and  a  fourth  in  Lincoln  County.  The 
sites  were  excavated  to  assess  their  depth,  age  and  degree  of 
integrity.  At  the  latter  site  it  was  found  that  looting  had 
destroyed  all  of  the  remaining  archaeological  evidence.  Plans 
are  underway  to  develop  a  public  interpretive  site  at  this 
location.  Law  enforcement  investigations  were  undertaken  at 
one  looted  site  and  will  continue.  Active  site  monitoring  and 
protection  measures  continue  to  be  enforced  through  1992. 

In  November  1991,  the  BLM  co-hosted,  with  the  Colville 


Blackjack  Miner's  Cabin,  travelling  display. 


National  Forest,  the  Journey  Past  Heritage  Celebration.  Over 
30  museums  and  many  private  organizations  partnered  in  the 
event  which  attracted  10,000  visitors.  Over  4,000  school 
children  were  escorted  through  Journey  Past  which  provided 
a  tour  through  approximately  12,000  years  of  history.  The 
Heritage  Celebration  is  part  of  the  BLM's  Adventures  in  the 
Past  program  which  serves  to  heighten  public  awareness 
about  the  shared  responsibility  for  protecting  cultural 
resources  on  public  lands. 

A  highlight  of  the  celebration  was  the  Blackjack  Miner's 
Cabin.  The  cabin  has  been  placed  on  a  custom-built  trailer 
and  is  used  as  a  traveling  exhibit  to  encourage  historic 
preservation;  over  100,000  people  have  toured  the  cabin  since 
its  debut  in  1991. 


SOIL  AND  WATER  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM 


The  Spokane  District  BLM  conducted  Aquatic  Ecosystem 
inventories  at  selected  sites  on  Crab  Creek  in  Lincoln  County, 
Washington.  In  FY  91,  nine  macroinvertebrate  surveys  were 
completed.  Nine  additional  sites  are  scheduled  for  inventory 
in  FY  92. 


In  FY  89,  the  BLM  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  South 
Douglas  Conservation  District  which  was  a  recipient  of  a 
Centennial  Clean  Water  Fund  Grant  to  study  water  quality 
and  farm/ranch  conservation  practices  in  the  Douglas  Creek 
Watershed. 


Macroinvertebrate  analysis  is  an  effective  tool  for  detection 
of  poor  water  quality,  adverse  shifts  in  habitat  and  other 
environmental  changes. 


The  study  was  designed  to  sample  12  surface  water  sites  on  a 
monthly  basis  and  to  monitor  groundwater  in  wells  used  for 
domestic  water  supplies. 
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The  second  phase  of  the  project  was  to  interview  farmers  and 
ranchers  in  conjunction  with  planning  and  eventual  imple- 
mentation of  conservation  practices  which  would  conserve 
soil  and  protect  water  quality. 

In  FY  90,  a  water  quality  report  for  the  Douglas  Creek 
Drainage  was  published.  The  report  discussed  the  field 
examination,  problems  encountered  and  project  accomplish- 
ments. 

Water  quality  monitoring  was  conducted  at  18  stations 
throughout  the  Spokane  District  in  support  of  the  range  and 
riparian  programs.  Six  additional  sites  were  established  to 
monitor  impacts  on  water  quality  from  mining  operations  in 


Ferry  County.  Water  quality  monitoring  stations  include  sites 
on  Wilson,  Crab  and  Coal  Creeks  in  Lincoln  County,  Rock 
Creek  in  Douglas  County  and  four  lake  studies  in  Okanogan 
County. 

Soil  moisture  and  temperature  data  was  collected  at  22 
stations  in  Franklin,  Benton,  Grant  and  Douglas  Counties. 
This  information  was  collected  in  support  of  the  range 
program  and  development  of  the  five  year  clock  allotment 
analysis. 

Phenology  studies  of  key  bunchgrasses  were  conducted  at 
selected  sites  in  Benton  and  Franklin  Counties.  Studies  were 
completed  in  conjunction  with  soil,  temperature  and  moisture 
monitoring. 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT  REGISTER 

The  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  is  our  basic  national  charter  for  the  protection  of  the  environment.  It  establishes 
policy,  sets  goals,  and  provides  means  for  carrying  out  the  policy. 

The  NEPA  procedures  insure  that  environmental  information  is  available  to  public  officials  and  citizens  before  decisions  are 
made  and  before  actions  are  taken. 

In  the  Spokane  District  this  policy  is  carried  out  systematically  through  the  use  of  mailings,  notifications  through  news  papers, 
and  contacts  directly  with  affected  parties.  Each  year  anywhere  from  15-25  environmental  documents  are  prepared. 

The  Environmental  Assessment  Register  that  follows  on  the  next  few  pages  includes  both  projects  that  have  been  completed  as  of 
the  publication  of  this  document  and  those  that  are  currently  proposed  for  completion  over  the  next  few  months.  Much  of  the 
program  discussions  in  the  previous  pages  involve  projects  that  have  been  addressed  in  these  Environmental  Documents. 

If  you  wish  to  receive  any  of  the  following  EAs,  please  notify  Gary  Yeager,  Planning  &  Environmental  Coordinator,  Spokane 
District,  East  4217  Main  Avenue,  Spokane,  Washington  99202,  (509)  353-2570.  Please  include  the  "Area  Register  Number  and 
"Project  Name"  of  the  environmental  document(s)  of  your  interest.  If  the  document  has  not  been  completed  at  the  time  of  your 
request,  you  will  be  notified  as  to  the  stage  of  completion  it  is  in  and  your  name  will  be  placed  on  a  mailing  list  to  receive  a  copy 
when  the  document  is  completed. 


District 

Project 

Proposed 

Location 

Affected 

Proposed 

Register 

Name 

Action 

Values/ 

Completion 

Number 

Resources 

Date 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Lincoln  County 

The  proposal 

The  offered 

Forest  land, 

April  21,  1992 

01 

Land  Exchange 

involved  the 

lands  are 

Rangeland 

II 

exchange  of  900 
acres  of  Public 
land  in  North- 
east Washington 
for  7200  acres  of 
private  land  in 
Lincoln  County, 

located  in 
Stevens,  Ferry, 
and  Pend  Orielle 
Counties.  The 
Selected  lands 
are  located  in 
Lincoln  County. 
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Washington. 

District 

Project 

Proposed 

Location 

Affected 

Proposed 

Register 

Name 

Action 

Values/ 

Completion 

Number 

Resources 

Date 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Proposed 

Acquire  a 

The  ranch  is 

Riparian  Areas, 

November  27, 

02 

Acquisition  of 

privately  owned 

located  in  South 

High  use 

1991 

Private  Land  in 

Ranch  of 

Eastern  Lincoln 

Recreation  area 

Lincoln  and 

approximately, 

County  and 

Spokane 

8,000  acres  in 

South  Western 

Counties, 

size,  through 

Spokane 

Washington 

appropriated 
funds. 

County. 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Operation  of  the 

Proposal  is  to  1 . 

Spokane  Indian 

Uranium  Source 

December  9, 

03 

Midnite  Uranium 

Operate  a  water 

Reservation, 

material,  Water 

1991 

Mine  Water 

Treatment  plant 

Spokane  County 

Quality 

Treatment  Plant 

and  related 

Spokane  Indian 

facilities.    2. 

Reservation,  WA 

Discharge 
treated  Water.  3. 
Transport  and 
dispose  of  solid 
product  of  water 
treatment.  And 
4.  Disassemble 
and  decontami- 
nate the  facility 
at  the  end  of  the 
operation. 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Juniper  Dunes 

The  proposal  is 

Franklin  County 

Wilderness 

April  17,  1992 

04 

Noxious  Weed 
Control 

to  control  a 
Noxious  weed 
(Rush  Skeleton 
Weed)  in  the 
Juniper  Dunes 
Wilderness. 

Values 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Lake  view 

The  proposal 

Western  Lincoln 

Riparian  habitat 

February  20, 

05 

Seeding 
Project 

involved  the  use 
of  prescribed 
fire,  cultivation 
and  selective 
planting  of 
rangeland  and 
previously 
cultivated  crop 
land. 

County 

1992 
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District 

Project 

Proposed 

Location 

Affected 

Proposed 

Register 

Name 

Action 

^ 

Values/ 

Completion 

Number 

Resources 

Date 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Juniper  Forest 

The  proposal  is 

Franklin  County 

Bureau  sensitive 

April  17,  1992 

06 

Noxious  Weed 

to  control 

Species  habitat 

Control 

Noxious  weeds 

Range  land, 

(Rush  Skeleton 

Surrounding 

Weed  and 

agricultural  land. 

Scotch  Thistle) 

infesting  about 

43  acres  in  the 

Juniper  Forest 

Management 

Area  surround- 

ing the  Juniper 

Dunes  Wilder- 

ness. 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Spokane  District 

This  proposal  is 

Lincoln  County 

Riparian  habitat, 

May  11,  1992 

07 

Noxious  weed 

to  treat  approxi- 

and Okanogan 

Federal  Cat- 

Control Environ- 

mately 20 

County 

egory  1  plant 

mental  Assess- 

additional acres 

Species  habitat. 

ment  1992. 

of  public  land 
infested  with 
noxious  weeds. 
A  total  of  6 
different  species 
are  involved. 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Lincoln  County 

The  proposal  is 

Lincoln  County 

Range  Land 

June  1, 1992 

08 

Acquired  Land 
Grazing  Leases 

to  offer  for  lease 
for  livestock 
grazing  a 
section  (one 
Square  Mile)  of 
Public  land. 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Goose  Butte 

Development  of 

Eastern  Lincoln 

Riparian  Area, 

Fall,  1992 

09 

Coordinated 

aCRMPfor 

County 

Crab  Creek 

Resource 

about  2700 

Archaeological 

Management 

acres  of  public 

Resources. 

Plan 

land  taking  into 
consideration 
recreation  uses 
and  sensitive 
riparian  habitat. 

EAOR-1 30-02- 

Lame  Foot  plan 

Review  of  a  plan 

Northern  Ferry 

Riparian  areas, 

July  28,  1992 

10 

of  operations. 

of  operations  for 
mining  explora- 
tion activities. 

County 

Crucial  Deer 
Winter  Range. 
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District 

Register 

Number 

Project 
Name 

Proposed 
Action 

Location 

Affected 

Values/ 

Resources 

Proposed 

Completion 

Date 

EAOR-1 30-02- 
11 

Daisy  Mine 
Timbersale 

Action  Deferred 
until  FY  93. 

Stevens  County 

Crucial  Deer 
Winter  Range, 
Riparian  Area, 
Mining  claims. 

Summer  1993 

EAOR-1 30-02- 
12 

Uncle  Sam 
Mountain  Timber 
Sale 

Timber  Sale. 

Stevens  County 

Crucial  Deer 
Winter  Range 

Fall,  1992 

EAOR-1 30-02- 
13 

Mineral  Moun- 
tain Timber  Sale 
EA 

This  action 
involves  the 
harvest  of  about 
1.5  million  board 
feet  of  timber 
from  250  acres 
of  Public  land. 

Stevens  County 

Crucial  Deer 
Winter  Range 
Riparian  Areas 
Mining  claims. 

Fall,  1992 

EAOR-1 30-02- 
14 

Lake  Creek 
Riparian  En- 
hancement 
Project 

This  action 
involves  the 
rehabilitation  of 
range  land  with 
the  use  of 
prescribed  fire, 
seedings,  and 
plantings  of 
shrubs  and 
trees. 

Lincoln  County 

Riparian  Areas 

EAOR-1 30-02- 
15 

Echo  Bay 
Lamefoot 
Project 

This  action 
involves  both 
surface  and 
underground 
mineral  explora- 
tion. 

Ferry  County 

Crucial  Deer 
Winter  Range, 
Riparian  Area 

July  28,  1992 

EAOR-1 34-02- 
01 

Olson  &  Mason 
Land  &  Water 
Conservation 
Fund  Acquisition 

Land  Acquisition 

San  Juan 
County 
(Lopez  Island) 

Natural  area 

November  25, 
1991 

EAOR-1 34-02- 
02 

Rock  Island 
Mineral  Material 
Site 

Mineral  Material 
Sale  (Sand  & 
Gravel) 

Douglas  County 

none 

February  14, 
1992 

EA-OR- 134-02- 
03 

West  Side  State 

Exchange 

Amendment 

Land  Exchange 
with  the  State  of 
Washington 

Lincoln  County 

Upland  Range 
land 

December  9, 
1991 
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District 

Register 

Number 

Project 
Name 

Proposed 
Action 

Location 

Affected 

Values/ 

Resources 

Proposed 

Completion 

Date 

EA-OR- 134-02- 
04 

RAWS  Installa- 
tion 

Remote  Auto- 
mated Weather 
System  facility 
installation. 

Okanogan 
County 

none 

January  27, 
1992 

EA-OR- 1 34-02- 
05 

Interagency  Fire 
Prevention  Sign 
(Categorical 
Exclusion) 

Installation  of  a 
fire  prevention 
sign. 

Chelan  County 

none 

February  14, 
1992 

EA-OR- 134-02- 
06 

Lenton  Fence 

Construction  of 
barbed  wire 
fence. 

Okanogan 
County 

Upland  Range 
land. 

Fall,  1992 

EA-OR- 134-02- 
07 

San  Juan 
County  land 
Withdrawl 

Withdrawal  of 
Certain  lands  in 
San  Juan 
County. 

San  Juan 
County 

Natural  Areas 

Fall,  1992 

EA-OR- 134-02- 
08 

Valley  View/TNC 
Land  &  Water 
Conservation 
Fund  Acquisition 

Land  Acquisition 

Kittitas  County 

Recreation 
Lands 

June  16,  1992 

EA-OR-1 34-02- 
09 

Bureau  of 
Reclamation 
Withdrawal 
Review 

This  proposal 
involves  Evalua- 
tion of  portions 
of  the  Bureau  of 
Reclamation's 
Columbia  Basin 
Project  land 
'•/ithdrawal 

Grant  County 

Range  lands 

Fall,  1992 
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